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624 THE MONIST. 

and I believe that the English language has so far best fulfilled all 
the requirements. 

One reason why, according to Mr. Strauss, neither English nor 
any other living language ought to be selected for international 
use is the fact that "they are continually changing and coining new 
words, strange phrases, etc., which every foreigner would have to 
be continually learning." I reply that if Esperanto or any artificial 
language would become a real true international language it would 
just as much continually change and add new words. If it did not 
it would not serve its purpose- The introduction of new ideas, new 
views, new aspirations, etc., require new terms, and if such modi- 
fications were excluded from an artificial language it would never 
hold its own against a truly living speech. 

AUTHOR'S REJOINDER. 

With regard to your reply I take exception only to the last 
paragraph, wherein you imply that I made the statement that an 
artificial language would not need new words from time to time. 
I certainly think that it does need additions to keep up with the 
progress of the world. But while in natural languages these new 
words are coined either by the inventors of new "things," or by 
popular usage, in an artificial language it would be done scien- 
tifically to fit into the structure of that language. And I expressly 
stated in my article not that in an artificial language the introduc- 
tion of new words and other modifications would be excluded, but 
that it "would adopt only such new words as would from time to 
time be officially promulgated by whatever central authority would 
exist for this purpose." 



AN EXPLANATION.* 
To the Editor of The Monist: 

Permit me to rectify an error, or rather give an explanation, 
with reference to my articles on "The Third Movement of the Earth" 
which appeared together in the July Monist. 

On page 401, lines 4 and 5, it is said that observations have 
assigned to the movement of the third rotation a velocity of 48" 
a century, which causes the rotation to be accomplished in 2,700,000 
years. 

* Translated from a personal letter of M. Beziau. 



